“God Will Surely Take Care of You”

A Study of the Book of Genesis


	February 1
	Abraham & Abimelech
	Genesis 20:1-18; 26:1-11


Abrahams’ Treachery
Abraham had used this same trick before to protect himself (12:11-13).  Although Abraham is one of our heroes of faith, he did not learn his lesson well enough the first time.  In fact, by giving in to the temptation again, he risked turning a sinful act into a sinful pattern of lying whenever he suspected his life was in danger.

No matter how much we love God, certain temptations are especially difficult to resist.  These are the vulnerable spots in our spiritual armor.  

1. What kind of man did Abraham perceive Abimelech to be?

2. And what kind of man was Abimelech apparently?

	“BEHOLD, YOU ARE A DEAD MAN”
Abimelech said,
“In the integrity of my heart and the innocence of my hands I have done this”



	Why punish Abimelech?  He didn’t know Sarah was Abraham’s wife!!!!  Please explain it!!


	


3. Why do you think God intervened and kept Abimelech from relations with Sarah?

4. Why did Abraham say he lied?  He thought there was a “lack of fear of God” Was he right?  Where was the fear of God lacking?
Thought Question:  What do you think of your neighbors?  Do you think they have no interest in God?  Is there “no fear of God” in them?  What should our attitude be toward our neighbors, friends, and others we meet as move throughout our daily lives?
Read 26:1-11

5.  Like Father, like Son?   Where do you think he learned that trick?  What was he lacking also?
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From other studies, you know more about the Philistines and their dealings with the Israelite nation.  They would become one of Israel’s fiercest enemies.  Although friendly to Isaac, this small group was the forerunner of the nation that would plague Israel during the time of Joshua, the judges and David.  This King Abimelech was not the same Abimelech that Abraham encountered.  See separate page for more information about Abimelech.







